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UIt S h a r e s  Cross  
Cross  C oun t ry  T i t l e
mm A  m a t h e w / j j r
p o  I  I  O  1 1 / 1 5 /7 1
s p o r t s  one
I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 •  (406)  243-2522
MISSOULA -  In  w i n n in g  i t s  t h i r d  s t r a i g h t  Big Sky C o n f e re n c e  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  t i t l e  o v e r  
t h e  weekend t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ontana ,  which  s h a r e s  t h e  crown w i t h  N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  t h i s  
y e a r ,  showed t h a t  i t  i s  g o ing  t o  be  a tough  team t o  d e a l  w i t h  f o r  many y e a r s  t o  come.
The G r i z z l i e s '  g u t s y  f r e s h m e n ,  Doug Darko and Dave P e l l e t i e r ,  f i n i s h e d  t h i r d  and  f o u r t h  
b e h i n d  N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a ' s  two B r i t i s h  r u n n e r s ,  R i c h a r d  S l i n e y  and R i c h a r d  S e l b y ,  b o t h  o f  
whom a r e  i n  t h e i r  m id - 2 0 s .  i l o n t a n a  and N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  t i e d  w i t h  40 p o i n t s  a p i e c e  i n  t h e
f i n a l e  i n  P o c a t e l l o .  Boise  S t a t e  f i n i s h e d  t h i r d  w i t h  97.
Montana to o k  a s h a r e  o f  t h e  t i t l e  w i t h  t h r e e  f r e s h m e n ,  two sophomores  and two j u n i o r s .
N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a ' s  t o p  t h r e e  men a r e  j u n i o r s .  The Lum berj acks  l o s e  two s e n i o r s ,  and t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  team i s  made up o f  f r e s h m e n .  S a t u r d a y ' s  v i c t o r y  was t h e  s e c o n d  i n  as  many 
y e a r s  f o r  S l i n e y .  He f i n i s h e d  i n  2 5 : 5 9 ,  58 se conds  u n d e r  t h e  r e c o r d .
The n a t i o n a l  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  c h a m p io n s h ip s  a r e  Nov. 22 and t h e  NCAA h a s  t o l d  t h e  Big Sky 
C o n fe re n c e  i t  can se n d  i t s  cham p io n s h ip  team and t h e  t o p  t h r e e  r u n n e r s .  M ontana ,  how ever ,  
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  send  i t s  whole team t o  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n . ,  so coach  H a r le y  Lewis and Darko
w i l l  be t h e  o n l y  ones  g o in g  frcm t h e  M i s s o u l a  team.
The 1 8 - y e a r - o l d  Darko showed S a t u r d a y  why he was t h e  f a s t e s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  long  d i s t a n c e  
r u n n e r  i n  Montana t h e  p a s t  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s .  lie l e d  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  h a l f  t h e  r a c e  and o n ly  
f e l l  b e h i n d  S l i n e y  and S e lby  i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  m i l e .  He f i n i s h e d  i n  2 6 : 3 2 ,  12 se conds  
b e h i n d  t h e  s e c o n d - p l a c e  S e l b y .  D a r k o ' s  t im e  was a l s o  a c o u r s e  r e c o r d .
"Doug i s  a v e ry  c a p a b l e  young man,"  Lewis s a y s ,  "and  I e x p e c t  him t o  make a good 
showing i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l s .  I f  lie f i n i s h e s  i n  t h e  t o p  10 o r  15 p e r  c e n t  I ' l l  be  p l e a s e d .
Darko ,  v i r t u a l l y  u n d e f e a t e d  i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  t r a c k  and c r o s s  c o u n t r y  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  
G r e a t  F a l l s ,  w i l l  be  p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  abou t  350 o f  t h e  v e ry  f i n e s t  long  d i s t a n c e  r u n n e r s  i n  




Montana has been represented in all but one of the last 11 national cross country 
championships. Last year George Cook, then a sophomore, and V'ade Jacobsen, then a senior, 
both finished in the top 10 per cent at Knoxville.
Cook, who finished second in last year’s championship .race, hadn't fully recovered 
from a respiratory infection by last weekend and finished ninth. In fact, Darko was the 
only one of the top Grizzly runners who stayed healthy all season. He won the meet with 
Montana State two weekends ago and tied for first with Cook and Hans Temnleman in UM's 
opening meet with Idaho. Pelletier, whose fourth place finish Saturday was 40 seconds 
behind Darko, had a bruised heel earlier in the year and Temnleman, the other promising 
freshman, had a minor leg injury toward the end of the season. He finished 20th in the 
conference race.
Lewis • was pleased with his team's performance Saturday. ,M”e could have won an 
undisputed title if we had run a little better," Lewis says, "but I'm reasonably pleased 
with the way we ran. He're awfully young."
Montana runners placed as follows: 3rd, Darko, 26:32; 4th, Pelletier, 27:12;
9th, Cook, 27:33: 11th, Boyd Collins, 27:41; 13th, I'.’es Priestly, 27:53; 20th, Temnleman, 
28:18; 27th, Mark Ryan, 28:53.
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